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“History of the European’s War on Blackness” (contd)
(Re-evaluating Moments of Historical Importance)

(Connecting the Dots)

The Silencing of Universal History

The Politics of Writing History

The post colonial historical agenda of the French Caribbean Islands have been that of silence with regard to Saint-
Dominique (Haiti), in particular. We have been seriously misled with regard to how Euro centrism itself was constructed
historically, and the important role Haiti might have played in that process. Their purpose was to keep millions in
unconditional slavery and in ignorance, while knowledge is beaming all around them.

After reading diverse disciplines on the matter, it is easy to become skeptic and question some of these writers’ interpretation
of the documented facts. Eurocentric scholars have kept the Haitian revolution silenced with regards to certain sources of
their documentation and information of the revolution. Thus, the truth about Haiti’s revolution was purposely omitted for
centuries in their writings and literature.

A good example is how they have been able to portray the revenge (noted below) that black slaves took during the Haitian
revolution as blacks being physically violent and dangerously sexualized actors—reducing whites to “bodies in
pieces,”--(barbaric) a psychic threat to emasculate European white males. However, when the whites performed the same
monstrous acts or worse on the black population it was considered to be conducted under “God’s plan.”

It, therefore, is very easy for one to conclude post colonial scholars were members of a secret brotherhood of conspiracy in its
distortion of certain facts in the French Caribbean, in particular. Furthermore, most of what has been written on the matter
appears, in our eyes, to be from the Anglophone world, begging for a Francophone perspective. It has taken until our own era
of globalization for historians to begin to think of telling history from its proper perspective.

How a story is told may yield as much information as what it says. Those of us still in denial must first keep in mind that we
(Negroes in the Diaspora for the most part) have never been properly educated. We, for the most part, have merely learned
to read and write and informed about other things which we were not permitted to do and told to imitate others whom we
see from afar(including the famous Black American athletes and entertainers). Moreover, being denied the proper education
themselves, our educators were handicapped because our curriculum was not designed to revolutionize the social order for
the good of the community. As such, men/women of scholarship in the community did not have the insight or wisdom
necessary to lead us into freedom of thought and expression of ideas. Our intellectual expression and pursuit was stifled and
suppressed.

Our attempt with this analysis is to help retrieve from oblivion, the truth which has managed to slip away from us. That is,
1



LIV U LG IV TGO M MU W TNV 2T Ie T TuU (7 MU MU T LW U IDIU Uy e LW MY WU T U WUy GBIt et iuil vativun y.

French colonists and inerchants held slaves in all these colonies, but the most important slave colonies were in and around
the Caribbean. By 1750, slaves in Saint-Dominique, Martinique, Guadeloupe, and Louisiana outhumbered the free
population, in some cases by ten to one. France established its first Caribbean outpost in 1625 on the tiny island of Saint
Christopher (today Saint Kitts). It took ten more years for royal officials to organize the colonization of the larger islands of
Martinique and Guadeloupe.

Saint-Dominique began as an outlaw territory. In the early seventeenth century, Spain had forced its colonists to abandon,
for the most part, the western portion of their colony of Santo Domingo; the high mountains dividing the Island made it
impossible for Spanish authorities to defend the western coastline. The French settlers that came would call the island
Saint-Dominique.

By 1789, Saint-Dominique (renowned then as the “Pearl of the Antilles) was the wealthiest colony in the world, (producing
40 percent of Europe’s sugar and 60 percent of its coffee and thus in the process had the largest slave population in the
Caribbean (500,000, or about 90 percent of the slave population in the Caribbean. It consumed more enslaved workers from
Africa than any other New World society after Brazil. Life on Saint-Dominique, needless to say, was brutal, and a third to half
of those slaves who survived the crossing from Africa died within a few years of their arrival. Discipline was maintained
through regular use of torture and terror against the enslaved. Punishment was often meted out publicly to terrorize and
intimidate the other slaves, forcing them to watch and sometimes participate. This violent order was, of course, not unique
to the French Caribbean; some workers resisted by escaping the plantations, and some struck back by using poison against
their masters. Nevertheless, most whites in the colony, like those elsewhere in the Americas, felt confident that they were in
control of their slaves.

By 1790, up to two-thirds of the slaves on Saint-Dominique and, therefore, a majority of the people of the colony were
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