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The Mis-Education of the Afro-Panamanians

(Building a strong foundatiom for our children and community)

Panama’s Social Pyramid

(Understanding the Root of the Problem)

Class and race distinctions kept us at the bottom of society

: ; ome may say, “Get off the race issue already; in

Panama we have many black folks in high positions.”
However, we strongly believe that the historical pyramid of
race relations in Panama, including its causes and effects,
must be fully understood if we (Afro-Panamanians in
particular) are to address the problem (and there is a
problem) effectively—as a group. To believe that the
appointments of Juan Materno Vasquez and Graciela Dixon
to the head of the Supreme Court, or any other
darker-skinned Panamanians to other government positions
have moved the country into a new phase beyond racism, is

just about the same as believing that the election of an

African-American president makes blunt-force racism in the

U.S. a thing of the past.

First, we cannot weigh the importance of race in
Panamanian society today without taking into account the
influence of the two racially different groups which came to
the Isthmus in large numbers since 1903. That is, our
forebears and the Americans (Zonians). Each brought a quite
different attitude toward race from that of the native
Panamanians. The Americans came infused with the belief in
the Negro’s inferiority, their attitude was that a Negro was a
Negro (even if his white admixture was considerable), and
were determined and consumed with their obsession to
keep the Negro “in his place.’ They imposed this


















