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“History of the European’s War on Blackness” (contd)

rDﬂs analysis of our “Connecting the Dots” series is guided by the vision that not only do we have historical continuity
between Atlantic Africa and African Diaspora; but we, now, also come to a point where both should be integrated into one unit
of analysis. This vision, of course, is not new. It was first articulated in certain academic and scholarly circles by African
Americans, especially our hero, Carter G. Woodson, and W.E.B. Dubois and (in our opinion) through the oratory skills of
Malcolm X). Africa must be a center of the study of African Diaspora experience (a historical spirit that links continental Africa
to the Americas through the Middle Passage)—due to the improved understanding of the transatlantic slave trade, and the
continuity of African ethnicities in the Americas. The conditions in the two continents as well as the Caribbean can never be
precisely similar, yet the experience of one ought certainly to be of utmost value in shaping the discussions of the other. The
analysis tends to demonstrate how the lineage of Black generational progression was lost, by design, without the benefit of
historical memory regarding both sides of the Atlantic--it challenges the epistemological practice of separating the two worlds.
It is also an attempt to erase some of the fear associated with the conventional thinking of “silence of the past” in our
communities. The world does not listen to silence!

Although these “essays” per se are divided among Africa and the Atlantic Diaspora, this introduction is intended to help us to
better see the connection. Each chapter stands alone, but addresses related themes that offer comparative reading and for
one to pause and think it through, especially as it relates to the introduction of our forebears to the Panama Canal Zone. It is so
obvious that the conditions of today have much to do with what took place in the past. “A mind that stays in the present,
without the compass of the past, cannot plan effectively for the future.”

Atlantic Africa and the African Diaspora

Africa
Continental Africa

Atlantic Diaspora

y way of background, Africa is a continent with lots of different countries and territories under different governments. The

section than runs across Africa from the Nile to the Atlantic Ocean was once called Sudan, which means the African Negro
Land. The Negroes who live in this territory are called Sudanese. They were the most advanced of the original Negroes of
Africa, and at one time they had big empires of their own. They adopted the religion and customs of the invading Arabs years
ago. Negroes related to the Sudanese live throughout Africa, all the way down to the Cape of Good Hope at the southern tip.

They are called Bantus. But neither the Sudanese nor the Bantus are all alike. The are many tribes, religions,
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‘ N ; hen the Europeans arrived on the Continent, traders found that large fortunes could be made in the slave market and
chattel slavery with its cruelty could become their biggest business. All together forty-one European forts/castles were built
on the coast. They then encouraged tribes to raid other tribe’s villages and kidnap everyone they could carry off chained
together. Until the late nineteen century when Western Europe partitioned Africa among them, as will be touched on below,
the situation in West Africa was one of decline and collapse of chiefdoms, states and kingdoms. Over four centuries, few
opportunities existed for these indigenous people to make long-term plans. Foreign conquest, colonization and
institutionalization of slavery had devastated long-term effects. Coastal functionary raided hinterland villages and chiefdoms
and conveyed their captives to the slave trade. Oral traditions of coastal and inland societies tell of how the international
market of slaves turned neighbors against neighbors who raided each other for prisoners of war to sell to Europeans and
Arab slave dealers. The raids were severe and exposed entire communities to risk of enslavement. The
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